aad the South did not invent it. Throughout the United 
< tes, persons who believed in the doctrine-of states’ 
rights had long argued that a state had a right to with- 
draw from the Union whenever it chose. They argued 
that individual states had formed the Union and there- 
fore could also dissolve it. Some persons in the New 
England states wanted to leave the Union during the 
War of 1812, because the war was unpopular there. 

Government. Organization of a government for the 
Confederacy began on Feb. 4, 1861, when delegates 
from six of the seven seceding states met at Mont- 
gomery, Ala., and set up a temporary government. Jef- 
f.rson Davis of Mississippi was elected President of the 
Confederacy, and Alexander H. Stephens of Georgia 
was chosen Vice-President. Both were to serve for one 
year. After the adoption of a permanent constitution, 
they were elected to six-year terms. Six prominent 
Southerners became members of the first Cabinet, and 
Montgomery was named the temporary capital. After 
Virginia seceded, the Confederate Congress voted on 
May 21, 1861, to move its capital to Richmond. The 
move was accomplished on May 29. 

The Constitution of the Confederacy, adopted in 
March, 1861, was modeled after the United States Con- 
sution, But it contained six important differences: 

1. The term of the President and Vice-President wassix 
years. The President could not serve successive terms. 

2. Cabinet members received seats in Congress and 
had the privilege of debate. But they could not vote. 

3. Foreign slave trade was ended, but not slavery. 

4. Congress was forbidden to make appropriations 
for internal improvements, to levy a protective tariff, or 
to give bounties. 

5. A two-thirds vote of both houses of Congress was 
necessary to admit a new state into the Confederacy or 
tc make appropriations not requested by the heads of 
d. partments through the President. 

6. The President could veto single items in appro- 
priation bills. 

The Confederate States hoped for a peaceful with- 
drawal from the Union. A number of persons in the 
Confederacy and in the Union worked hard to #oid 
war. But their efforts failed, and war began with the 
attack on Fort Sumter on April 12, 1861. 
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CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA 


The Border States were the slave states that lay be- 
tween the North and the deep South. When the war be- 
gan, both the Union and the Confederacy made strong 
efforts to gain their support. North Carolina, Virginia, 
Arkansas, and Tennessee joined the Confederacy. Dela- 
ware, Maryland, Kentucky, and Missouri stayed in the 
Union. But the western counties of Virginia seceded 
from the South later in the war, and formed the state of 
West Virginia. And secessionist groups set up separate 
state governments in both Kentucky and Missouri, even 
though these states stayed in the Union. These groups 
also sent delegates to the Confederate Congress. This 
accounts for the 13 stars in the Confederate flag even 
though only 11 states actually joined the Confederate 
States of America. 

Foreign Relations. Great Britain, France, The Neth- 
erlands, Spain, and Brazil were among the countries 
that recognized the Confederate States as a belligerent, 
but not as a nation. Recognition of southern belliger- 
ency meant that Confederate ships received the same 
privileges granted to vessels of the United States in 
foreign ports or on the high seas. 

The Confederacy suffered great financial disadvan- 
tages. The wealth of the nation, before secession, lay 
mainly in the North, and the South lacked adequate 
resources for taxation. The Confederate government had 
to issue paper money early in the war. This money soon 
became almost valueless. The people of the Confederate 
States gave generously to their government, and will- 
ingly bought government bonds. But their loyal finan- 
cial support could not create resources that did not exist 
within the boundaries of the Confederacy. 

Progress of the War favored the Confederacy in the 
first months. The defeat of the Union forces at Freder- 
icksburg, in December, 1862, led the Emperor of 
France, Napoleon IIT, to offer his services as peacemaker 
between the Union and the Confederacy. The Union 
rejected this offer. In 1863, the tide began to tum 
against the Confederacy. The Union armies could get 
more materials and supplies from the industrial North 
than the Confederate armies could obtain from the 
agricultural South. The North kept its army supplied 
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~ CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA was the name | 
taken by six southern states when they organized their” 
own government at Montgomery, Ala., in February, 
1861. The states seceded (withdrew) from the govern-*, 
ment of the United States in 1860 and 1861 because’, a 
’ they feared that the election of Abraham Lincoln, 2. 
Republican President, might lead to restrictions on _ 
their right to do as they chose about the question of | 
Negro slavery. The first state to leave the Union was 
South Carolina on Dec. 20, 1860. Mississippi, Florida, 
Alabama, Georgia, and Louistana followed South Caro- 
lina’s lead in January, 1861. In March, 1861, Texas ! 
also seceded, and Jater in that year Virginia, Arkansas, 
North Carolina, and Tennessee joined the ranks to. 
make 11 Confederate States of America in all. AE 
The idea of a state leaving the Union was not DEW s,., 
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CONFEDERATE CABINET 


Secretary of State...........Robert Toombs (1861) 

Robert M. T. Hunter (1861) 

Judah P. Benjamin (1862) 
Secretary of the Treasury. ...Christopher Memminger (1861) 

George A. Trenholm (1864) 
Secretary of War......ssee- Leroy P. Watker (1861) 

Judah P. Benjamin (1861) 

George W. Randolph (1862) 

Gustavus Smith (Acting) (1862) 

James A. Seddon (1862) 

John C. Breckinridge (1865) 
Seeretary of the Navy.......Stephen R. Mallory (1861) 
Postmaster General. ....... -John H. Reagan (1861) 
Attorney General...........Judah P. Benjamin (1861) 

Thomas Bragg (1861) 

Thomas Watts (1862) 

George Davis (1864) 


with ammunition, food, and clothing, while the army 
of the South often lacked these supplies. Union ships 
blockaded Southern ports. The only way the South 
could bring in necessary supplies from overseas was to 
run the blockade. But Southern soldiers fought bravely 
until there was no longer any hope of victory. 

The Confederate Congress met in frequent sessions 
during the war, mainly to follow the bidding of Presi- 
dent Davis, who made free use of his war powers. The 
Davis government lasted until the fall of Richmond, on 
April 3, 1865. Danville, Va., served as the capital after 
the fall of Richmond. The main Confederate army, the 
Army of Northern Virginia, surrendered on April 9, 
1865. The people of the Confederacy had defended a 
way of living that to them seemed right. But they 
yielded to superior force. The road to reunion in spirit 
between the North and the South was long, but by the 
beginning of the 1900’s resentment had been largely 
forgotten. Joun Donato Hicks 

Related Articles. See the History sections of the articles 
on the states of the Confederacy. See also: 
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Johnston, Joseph Eggleston West Virginia (History) 

CONFEDERATE VETERANS, UNITED, was an organi- 
zation of men who fought for the Confederate States of 
America during the Civil War. It was founded in 1889 
in New Orleans to preserve the friendships formed dur- 
ing the war, and to help Confederate Civil War vet- 
erans, their widows, and their orphans. 

CONFEDERATION. See ARTICLES OF CONFEDERA- 
TIon; CanaDA, Hisrory oF (Confederation). 

CONFESSION, in religion. See ALTAR; RomAN CaTH- 
oxic Cuurcu (The Seven Sacraments). 


side of court, to officers of the law or to persons who are* 
not officials. ee 
Judges do not allow involuntary confessions to serye- 
as evidence or proof in court. These confessions are ob... 
tained improperly, by such methods as injuring, threat; 
ening, or making promises to a suspect. h 
In 1966, in the case of Miranda v. Arizona, the Sy. 
preme Court of the United States established the chief 
safeguards for the rights of suspects. The court ruled 
that before police question a person in custody, they 
must inform that person of certain rights. For example, 
the person has the right to remain silent and to have a 
lawyer present during questioning. If the police do not 
observe a suspect’s rights, the court will not accept ag 
evidence the statements the suspect made to them. 
Courts recognize several types of confessions. A sim. 
ple confession is merely a plea of guilty. An implied con, 
fession is made when a defendant who has not pleaded 
guilty asks the court for a light sentence. The person 
thus indicates—but does not admit—guilt. An indirect 
confession is one that the court assumes from the conduct 
of the accused person. 
In cases involving civil law, rather than criminal law, 
statements of guilt are called admissions. Civil law covers 
such matters as contracts, personal injuries, and prop- 
erty ownership. Admissions may serve as evidence but 
not as proof. Ronatp R. Davenport 
See also EscoBepo v. ILLinors; MIRANDA V. ARIZONA, 
CONFIRMATION is a religious ceremony practiced by 
several faiths. In the Roman Catholic, Eastern Ortho- 
dox, and Lutheran churches, and in the Church of 
England, it is associated with baptism. Roman Cath- 
olics believe that it confers the grace of the Holy 
Spirit on baptized persons. In Protestant and Roman 
Catholic churches, the baptized renew and confirm the 
promises made for them at baptism. In Judaism, boys 
are confirmed at the age of 13 in a ceremony called bar 
mitzvah. Some temples have similar ceremonies for girls 
called bas mitzvah. Many also hold a confirmation ex- 
ercise on Shabuot (see SHABUOT). Bexnarp Raiot 
See also Baptism; Bar Mirzvau; Bas Muirzvau. 
CONFLICT OF INTEREST occurs if an individual has 
a financial or other interest in a company doing busi- 
ness with his or her employer. For example, a person 
working for a government agency that awards contracts 
to private industry may have a financial interest in a 
company bidding for these contracts. A conflict of in- 
terest occurs if the government employee favors the 
company in which he or she has an interest. The 
conflict-of-interest issue often arises when business exec- 
utives take positions in government. Full-time govern 
ment employees are required to give up all outside 
financial interests that might conflict with their official 
duties. In 1977, Congress enacted a strict code of ethics, 
which included provisions to discourage conflicts of 
interest. Crarzes O. Jones 


